[Cytomegalovirus and herpes simplex virus in pathogenesis and progression of native arteriosclerosis and recurrent stenosis after intervention].
An increasing number of clinical and experimental studies point to a contribution of various infectious organisms like chlamydia pneumoniae or herpesviruses to atherosclerosis in man. Cytomegalovirus induces atherosclerotic lesions in animals. In vitro studies reveal functional changes of endothelial cells after infection with cytomegalovirus. Infection with this virus renders endothelial cells immunogenic for cellular and humoral immune reactions. In man a significant association of infections with herpesviruses and atherosclerosis could be established in several studies. Cytomegalovirus infection has been incriminated as an independent risk factor in restenosis after coronary angioplasty.